"was just too steep and hard for me
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Lance Hering

DID THIS SOLDIER FAKE HIS
OWN DISAPPEARANCE?

SWITZERLAND'S MOST CONTINUOUS ALPINE SPORT ROUTE

ON JUNE 29, the Swiz= climber Manthins
Trottmann, 3, redpointed 6.4 Seconds
{3 14a) on the steepest section of the
Fillremwand, a 2. 000-f0ot wall in Switzer-
land. Trottmann, who has suthored more
than 50 furst ascents of routes up o 3. 14a
and has hnished as high as fourth place
in World Cup competitions, began work
on the wall soon after his quick ascent
(the third) of Stetan Glowaez's mmous
1 3-pitch wall route on Tithes Peak, Last
Exir (5. 130). Switzerland

The tirst challenge tor Trottmann was
dialing in an approach that avoided the
Ziter sussing
g path that took him to the base of the

wall's scrully lower slabs

il M)-foot, overhanging upper third of the
wall, he set to work, but was stvmied on
his nrst go, saving that the lead bolting
" l.ater,
with the support of his partner, Tabea, he
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To trust the elitt was alwavs very scar
he sald

I rotomanm, voo amped oo wakt for spring,
returned (o the wall in the middle of
lanuary and started wiring sequences

"Whait | found was four bours of siip-

shine, a warm wall and big leicles™ He
also uncovered a string of seven ditficult
pitches=—5.11, 3.13d/14a, 5.13¢, 5.13h
3. 13b, 3.13a, 5.12b—that prompted o
winter of bouldering and training

e returned in June, and after three
attempis, redpointed every piteh of the
rouite (0 a dav, “Finallv, | could hang
on the last jud and waitch down 6.4 see-
onds, the time it would take o frec-fall
200 meters, l.lill"lcullj- v thie start of the
assault on the route. It was, for me, like
o greal game.
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Julia Niles

TETONS® GT ISN'T THE CRAZIEST
THING SHE'S EVER DONE

17-YEAR-OLD GREG KERZHNER IS ROPELESS IN KENTUCKY
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THE MADMESS CAVE iz a tremendous
amphitheater of mostly solld rock, and
the steepest of the many crags that
comprise the Bed River Gorge, Ken-
tucky. BOMHICA (5.13b) is no diterent
than the caves other routes—steep
tremendous and consisting of most s
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thner, 17, from Mayfield. Ohio, soloed
B ICA

It was réal hot and humid, and che
route was in the afternoon sun,” savs
kerzhner, "Why that dav? Because no
one wanted o belay me!”

The teat, as is often the case with
soloing, spurred heated reactions,
hoth negative and positive

‘Almost all my friends were very sup-
portive,” savs Kerzhner. “Later, othe
people were very negative, It's ironic
that all my friends, who ecare most

about me, were all for it, and people
who didn 't know me were tleked off
But vou can read about that on the
[nternet

Atrer his solo, Kerzhner ran into phi-
tatrapher Dan |i!’.|:-.'::r|. who broudhit
up the bold feat—and the two made
plans (o take photos

herzhner and Bravack headed owm
carly morning on September 4, and
with no one there, Rershner saloed
the route agnin while Bravack took
|"]Ill|l-=~

‘It was like watching him ¢limb
5.1 | —super smoath, totally focused,”
savs Bravack

‘After he soloed i, Bravack contin-
ves, Tl jokingly told him, "Good one,
dude. Now If vou ever do that again,
| ' m going o I—ing kill vou! He kind
of nervously lnughed.”
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