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TAKING FULL ADVANTAGE of an
Indian summer dav, on September
29, Hans Johnstone, Greg Collins and
lean Bowers onsighted a new line on
12, 605-100t Mount Moran In Grand
Teton National Park (GTXF)

The trio's new route, South But-
tress Prowe (VW 5.12ah), was spied a
week carlier when Johnstone and Cal-
lins were anempting another climb on
the south side of Moran. Both saw the
potential for a new route on the granite
walls above them, but were skeptical

“Zo often, Teton routes don't go all the
way through,” savs Johnstone, 45. “The

LUCKY 13

The first of three Southeastern
outdoor compeétitions that comprisa
The Triple Crown was held October
& at Hound Ears, the excellent block
garden outside Boone, Morth Carclina
This is the Triple Crown's 13th year, a
number that gawve oomp organizers Jim
Horton and Chad Wykle a moment's
pause before deeming it good luck.
The "Lucky 13" at Hound Ears began
dismally, with showars the night
before. However, by mid-day during
the comp, it was crisp, with perfect
sending conditions. Paul Robinson
absolutely destroyed the field, racking
up 12,495 poents, comparad (o second
place Max Zolotukhin's 8,930 and
third place Ben Gerhardstein's 8,417
The talented, humble Kate Heasa, last

more we gotl our noses in, the more it
kept going. That was the fun part.”

Loading their canoe at sunrise on
the birthdav of their late friend Doug
Coombs, the trio approached the
climb by paddling across Leigh Lake.
After climbing three existing pitches
to reach the base of unclimbed ter-
rain, Colling began by pulling a new
5.10 corner in tennis shoes

“He was too lazy to put on climbing
shoes,” savs Bowers, 3% “Alter Hans
and 1 climbed it we were like, "Whoa,
that was kind of hard."

Bowers led the crux, a 100-foot
5.12a/b splitter erack that ate up fear

“It was pretty amazing o hnd a split-
ter on a4 Teton elimb,” savs Bowers.

Savs Collins, "lts alwavs nice when
the question marks are bigger than the
moves. There was real claricy out there.”

Collins, 43, is one of the most prolific
first ascentionists anvwhere, especially
in this region. Earlier this summer, he
and Kenmt MeBride established White
Buffalo (111 5.12d), a new high-quality
line in Wyoming's Wind River Range

‘We think it's the longest continuous
hnger crack in the Winds,” savs Col-
lins, “It's a cool new classic thar people
have been looking at tor vears,”

Whire Byffalo, on Woll's Head peak,
in the Cirque of the Towers, sports
a J00-foot arching hnger and hand
grack that goes at 5.11a and 5.11b/c
The erux is a dicey 5.12d tace that Col-
lins and McBride protected with three
bolts and two pitons

“It was just glorious,” savs Collins.
“We don’t want to conhiuse [the route]
with the Ted Nugent song Greal Whike
Buftalo ... he had nothing to do with it

|SMALL WIRES| ' ‘:

vear's Triple Crown victor, won for
the women, racking up 7.B17 points
ta bBaat Claire Ball in second and
Sasha Digiulian in third, The Lucky
13 continues its tour with a comp at
Horse Pens-40 on Movember 4, and
Little Rock City on December 2
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Fire in the

BY ANDREW BISHARAT
THE MOS55 CLIFF 15 a diamond in the

rough, a 300-foot granite jewel lodged in
the fern=covered knollz of the Adirondack
Mountains in northern New York. On
this unexpectedly clean vertical face,
Peter kamitses, o '-.1111-\]14:-51-\,4:3 |.'|1|::!I|"|,'r'
from Vermont, freed two old multd-pitch
ald routes at some VieTY stoul :['.l:l.-'.|l.'=-.
The nrst, Fire in the Sky, goes at 5.13¢,
while fflumimescence iz 5.13d

"I named the routes alter my sons,
explains Kamitses, 30, and a route-set-
ter at Petra Cliffs gvm in Burlington.

“ASy sons’ names are Bodhi and Sky

Rowan—>bodhi, like the tree, means
Hluminated, or enlightened. Rowan
means red in Irish lore: he has red
hair, and is an Aries, the fre sign
The last pitch of Fire in the Sky has
ried roclk.”

In early Seprember, Kamitses froed
Fire in the Sky with Dave Sharratt in
foana g pitches and at 5.13b. He returned
to link the Arst two pltches—a 5.11 R
and n 5.8 X chimney on the former aid
ling Children and Aleohol. Then, by
linking the third and fourth pitch, a
5.12 and 5.13b {formerly the last pitch
af the ald route Mosscalito), Ramitses
eliminated a hanging belay 1o make a
140-foot 5.13¢. Despite climbing every
move on the route free before with
Sharratt, it took Kamitses four davs

of work to turn Fire in the Sky into a
two-pitch outing, on September 16, He
placed all gear while working the line,
taking about six 20-foot whippers onto
o black Metolius TCU

Next o fo was JHumineseence, a
route that climbs the first pitch of the
ald line Pan Am, heads up the first
pitch of Mosscalito, and then nnishes
the headwall in a 140-foot rope-stretch-
ing pitch. Kamitses savs the the crux
|'||_|||!.::|1_-r I"":I'H-I'll.b,'ll'l is “techy V9'

Both routes are runout and relv on
sketchy A3 pro. Fire in the Sky had two
pre-existing bolts, On IMuminescence
Kamitses replaced one rusted aid bolt
“L‘ ;||_-..|,| [Ti::n.:l o profect l]'lL' first 25 teet
with pins, but ultimately decided to
add a new bolt

“The pins would only go in [this scam)|
an inch betore bottoming out,” Kamitses
said. “I didn't want to add anv new bolts,
but [ also didn’t want to trash the seam
irving to get a worthless pin.”

That firse pitch went at 5.12+/13-, and
Kamirses RAVE I was “n hit Spacy noar
the top when vou have to climb over a
#3 RP for 30 feet, pumped.”

“I was so psvched to have found a
project like this that kept me busy for
a bit,” savs Kamitses, “And | couldnt
have imagined a better wall to have had
the fortune to free.”
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